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Falkenhayn with an army to invade Roumania
across the Carpathians.

These events prove that trench warfare and aerial
observation do not preclude the element of surprise.
The question that ought to have been considered by
the Allied Military Staffs was whether there existed
anywhere at any point of the compass the possibility
of bringing off such crashing surprises as those
engineered by the Germans? Clearly the enemy
were expecting a resumption of the offensive on the
Western Front in 1917, for they were making the
most elaborate preparations to meet and defeat it.
That accounted for the abandonment of the Somme
Plateau in March and the retirement to a new and
Surprise shorter line of defence, which had been
withdrawal carefully prepared. The withdrawal of
of Germany the line was as a matter of fact a most
on the Somme eflfective surprise to the Allies. It threw
our plans out of gear, and the Germans were enabled
to save whole divisions from the trenches and thus
accumulate masses of men behind the lines to fill up
gaps and build up a reserve for counter-attack. It
is inconceivable that these enormous operations
should have been made without the knowledge of
the French and British Intelligence Departments.
Aeroplanes crossed and recrossed over and far beyond
the German lines, and if they did observe and report
the arrangements, which were in process for weeks
running into months, to construct a new and massive
line of entrenchments, the Staff do not seem to have
attached any importance to the information.
There does not seem to have been any aerial
observation of the withdrawal of men, guns,
munitions and stores that went on for days. The